Suppose!

by Phoebe Cary

A poem that helps children to see the bright side of life when they are upset.

Supposs, my little lady,

Your doll shaould break her head,
Could you make it wihole by crying
Till wour eyes and nose are red?
And weouldn't it be pleazanter
T treat it as & joks,

Arnd say you're glad teeas Dolly's,
And not yvour head that brokes?
Supposs you're dressed forwalking,
And the rain comes pouwring down,
Wil it clear off amy sooner
Becauss you scold and frown?
And wouldn't it be nicer
For youw to smile tham pout,
And =0 make sunshing in the housse
When there is none without?
Suppos= vour task, my little man,
Iswery hard to get,

Wl it make it amy easier
For you to sit and fret?

Ard weouldn't it be wiser
Than weaiting, like a dunce,

To go towork in earnest
And learn the thing at cnce?
Suppose that some boys have a horse,
Amnd s=ome a coach and pair,
Wl it time youw less whilewalking
T =&y, "It isn't fair?™
Andwouldn't it b nobler
To kesp your temper swest,
And inyour heart be thankful
Wou canwalk upon your fest?
And suppose the world don't please you,
Mar the way some people do,
Do you think the whole oreaticn
Will b= altered just for you?
And i=n't it, mry boy or girl,
Thewizest, bravest plan,
Whatewer comes, or doesn't come,
To dao the best you can?



LET'S CHAT ABOUT THE POEM~ IDEAS FOR TALKING WITHKIDS
Gratitude, Optimism

1. What do you think this poem s telling us about a good way to be when we are faced with difficulties?
2. Think of a time when you recently cried. How do you feel about it now?

3. Think of anather time when you were upset. Can you think of some good things that came out of the bad situation? How does that
make you feel about it now?



