
G
reta T

hunberg
In A

ugust 20
18, a 15

-year old in S
w

eden started a school strike to 
raise aw

areness of clim
ate change. S

itting dow
n alone outside the 

S
w

edish parliam
ent building in S

tockholm
, G

reta T
hunberg had no idea just 

how
 influential she w

as about to becom
e.

Her parents tried to discourage her, her classm
ates w

ould not join her. 
S
till, G

reta sat w
ith a hand-painted banner reading ‘S

chool S
trike for 

C
lim

ate’ and eventually, people began to take notice. Her m
essage w

as 
sim

ple: S
he w

anted w
orld leaders to do m

ore to help the environm
ent.

S
he chose to m

iss classes every Friday and asked other young people 
around the w

orld to do the sam
e. W

ith the help of social m
edia, her sim

ple 
protest becam

e a m
assive cam

paign called ‘Fridays for Future’. M
illions of 

students in countries across the planet began to join her. 
S
ince her m

essage began to spread, G
reta has had a m

eteoric rise to 
fam

e:
•

In M
arch 20

19, she w
as nom

inated for a N
obel Peace Priz

e
•

S
he joined w

ith the Extinction Rebellion cam
paign in London, 

encouraging protesters to continue their fight to stop clim
ate change.

•
In M

ay 20
19, she w

as nam
ed as one of the w

orld’s m
ost influential 

people by T
im

e m
agaz

ine.
•

In A
ugust 20

19, she sailed to the US
 on a tw

o-w
eek boat journey to 

take part in clim
ate sum

m
its.

G
reta has A

sperger syndrom
e, a form

 of autism
, w

hich she describes as 
her super-pow

er. N
ow

, presidents and executives cherish her advice. T
his 

brave teenager from
 S

candinavia is taking on the w
orld –

and the w
orld is 

beginning to listen.

Q
uestions

1) W
hy did G

reta T
hunberg start a school strike?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

2) W
hat w

as w
ritten on her hand-painted banner?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

3
) W

hen does she choose to m
iss classes?
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 do you think social m
edia has helped her cam
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5
) W

hy do you think she didn’t travel to the US
 by plane?
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6) W
hat learning barrier does G

reta describe as her super-pow
er?
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C
lim

ate C
hange

W
hat is C

lim
ate C

hange?
C
lim

ate C
hange is the term

 used to describe the rising 
average tem

peratures on Earth. It is also called G
lobal 

W
arm

ing. Even sm
all changes in the planet’s tem

perature 
can have a devastating effect on the environm

ent. O
ver the 

last century, the global tem
perature has risen to levels that 

m
ake scientists concerned about the future of the planet. 

T
hat tem

perature continues to rise.

W
hat causes clim

ate change?
T

he causes of clim
ate change are varied, but it is generally 

accepted that hum
ans are m

aking the problem
 w

orse. O
ver 

the last hundred years, hum
ans have released m

ore and 
m

ore greenhouse gases into the atm
osphere. Every car 

journey, plane trip, and use of electricity in our hom
es creates 

carbon dioxide. T
hese gases becom

e trapped above the 
earth, creating a giant layer of

insulation.
T

his m
eans the 

w
arm

th from
 the sun is kept in. C

onsequently, the w
orld gets 

w
arm

er and w
arm

er.

W
hat can be done?

If all hum
ans reduced the am

ount of carbon they produced, it 
w

ould help to slow
 dow

n global w
arm

ing. T
his can be done by 

finding alternatives to using air travel; eating less m
eat; using 

electricity that doesn’t involve burning coal, such as w
ind or 

solar pow
er; and using cars less. It is also im

portant that w
e 

protect large areas of forest, because trees absorb carbon, 
w

hich stops it all escaping into the atm
osphere.

Q
uestions

1) W
hat is another term

 for clim
ate change?
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) W

hy m
ust large areas of forest be protected?
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S
etting a bad exam

ple…
M

aria jum
ped in her car and 

drove tw
o hundred yards to 

the store. Leaving the 
engine running, she entered 
the store, bought som

e 
steak and drove hom

e. T
he 

lights w
ere on in all of the 

w
indow

s even though she 
lived alone. S

he opened the 
door, took off her sw

eatshirt 
and decided she w

as cold, 
so she put the heating on. 
S
oon, the apartm

ent w
as so 

hot that she had to open all 
of the w

indow
s. For dinner, 

she prepared the huge beef 
steak, but only ate a quarter 
of it because she w

as so 
full. S

he put it in the trash.

W
hat could M

aria have done 
differently?
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G
reta T

hunberg

A
nsw

ers
1) W

hy did G
reta T

hunberg start a school strike?
T

o raise aw
areness of clim

ate change

2) W
hat w

as w
ritten on her hand-painted banner?

‘S
chool S

trike for Clim
ate’

3
) W

hen does she choose to m
iss classes?

Every Friday

4
) How

 do you think social m
edia has helped her cam

paign?
Provide m

arks for answ
ers that refer to the m

essage being 
able to be shared quickly and across the w

hole w
orld; and any 

other relevant answ
ers.

5
) W

hy do you think she didn’t travel to the US
 by plane?

Provide m
arks for answ

ers that acknow
ledge that planes are 

harm
ful to the environm

ent.

6) W
hat learning barrier does G

reta describe as her super-pow
er?

A
sperger S

yndrom
e     

C
lim

ate C
hange

A
nsw

ers
1) W

hat is another term
 for clim

ate change?
G

lobal W
arm

ing

2) N
am

e three things that create carbon dioxide?
Car journeys, Plane trips, use of electricity.

3
) How

 can global w
arm

ing be slow
ed dow

n?
If all hum

ans reduce the am
ount of carbon they produce.

4
) W

hat types of electricity do not involve burning coal?
W

ind and solar pow
er.

5
) W

hy m
ust large areas of forest be protected?

T
rees

absorb
carbon, w

hich stops it escaping into the 
atm

osphere.

W
hat could M

aria have done differently?
M

aria could have w
alked to the store; bought a non-m

eat 
m

eal; turned the engine off w
hen in the store; turned the 

lights off at hom
e; put her sw

eater back on instead of the
heating;

put
the

rest
of

the
m

eat in the fridge for another 
day.



G
reta T

hunberg
In A

ugust 20
18, a 15

-year old in S
w

eden started a school strike to 
raise aw

areness of clim
ate change. S

itting dow
n alone outside the 

S
w

edish parliam
ent building in S

tockholm
, G

reta T
hunberg had no idea just 

how
 influential she w

as about to becom
e.

Her parents tried to discourage her, her classm
ates w

ould not join her. 
S
till, G

reta sat w
ith a hand-painted banner reading ‘S

chool S
trike for 

C
lim

ate’ and eventually, people began to take notice. Her m
essage w

as 
sim

ple: S
he w

anted w
orld leaders to do m

ore to help the environm
ent.

S
he chose to m

iss classes every Friday and asked other young people 
around the w

orld to do the sam
e. W

ith the help of social m
edia, her sim

ple 
protest becam

e a m
assive cam

paign called ‘Fridays for Future’. M
illions of 

students in countries across the planet began to join her. 
S
ince her m

essage began to spread, G
reta has had a m

eteoric rise to 
fam

e:
•

In M
arch 20

19, she w
as nom

inated for a N
obel Peace Priz

e
•

S
he joined w

ith the Extinction Rebellion cam
paign in London, 

encouraging protesters to continue their fight to stop clim
ate change.

•
In M

ay 20
19, she w

as nam
ed as one of the w

orld’s m
ost influential 

people by T
im

e m
agaz

ine.
•

In A
ugust 20

19, she sailed to the US
 on a tw

o-w
eek boat journey to 

take part in clim
ate sum

m
its.

G
reta has A

sperger syndrom
e, a form

 of autism
, w

hich she describes as 
her super-pow

er. N
ow

, presidents and executives cherish her advice. T
his 

brave teenager from
 S

candinavia is taking on the w
orld –

and the w
orld is 

beginning to listen.

Q
uestions

1) W
hy did G

reta T
hunberg start a school strike?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

2) W
hat w

as w
ritten on her hand-painted banner?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

3
) W

hen does she choose to m
iss classes?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

4
) How

 do you think social m
edia has helped her cam

paign?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

5
) W

hy do you think she didn’t travel to the US
 by plane?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

6) W
hat learning barrier does G

reta describe as her super-pow
er?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_



C
lim

ate C
hange

W
hat is C

lim
ate C

hange?
C
lim

ate C
hange is the term

 used to describe the rising 
average tem

peratures on Earth. It is also called G
lobal 

W
arm

ing. Even sm
all changes in the planet’s tem

perature 
can have a devastating effect on the environm

ent. O
ver the 

last century, the global tem
perature has risen to levels that 

m
ake scientists concerned about the future of the planet. 

T
hat tem

perature continues to rise.

W
hat causes clim

ate change?
T

he causes of clim
ate change are varied, but it is generally 

accepted that hum
ans are m

aking the problem
 w

orse. O
ver 

the last hundred years, hum
ans have released m

ore and 
m

ore greenhouse gases into the atm
osphere. Every car 

journey, plane trip, and use of electricity in our hom
es creates 

carbon dioxide. T
hese gases becom

e trapped above the 
earth, creating a giant layer of

insulation.
T

his m
eans the 

w
arm

th from
 the sun is kept in. C

onsequently, the w
orld gets 

w
arm

er and w
arm

er.

W
hat can be done?

If all hum
ans reduced the am

ount of carbon they produced, it 
w

ould help to slow
 dow

n global w
arm

ing. T
his can be done by 

finding alternatives to using air travel; eating less m
eat; using 

electricity that doesn’t involve burning coal, such as w
ind or 

solar pow
er; and using cars less. It is also im

portant that w
e 

protect large areas of forest, because trees absorb carbon, 
w

hich stops it all escaping into the atm
osphere.

Q
uestions

1) W
hat is another term

 for clim
ate change?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

2) N
am

e three things that create carbon dioxide?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

3
) How

 can global w
arm

ing be slow
ed dow

n?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

4
) W

hat types of electricity do not involve burning coal?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_

5
) W

hy m
ust large areas of forest be protected?

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

S
etting a bad exam

ple…
M

aria jum
ped in her car and 

drove tw
o hundred yards to 

the store. Leaving the 
engine running, she entered 
the store, bought som

e 
steak and drove hom

e. T
he 

lights w
ere on in all of the 

w
indow

s even though she 
lived alone. S

he opened the 
door, took off her sw

eatshirt 
and decided she w

as cold, 
so she put the heating on. 
S
oon, the apartm

ent w
as so 

hot that she had to open all 
of the w

indow
s. For dinner, 

she prepared the huge beef 
steak, but only ate a quarter 
of it because she w

as so 
full. S

he put it in the trash.

W
hat could M

aria have done 
differently?
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_
_

_



G
reta T

hunberg

A
nsw

ers
1) W

hy did G
reta T

hunberg start a school strike?
T

o raise aw
areness of clim

ate change

2) W
hat w

as w
ritten on her hand-painted banner?

‘S
chool S

trike for Clim
ate’

3
) W

hen does she choose to m
iss classes?

Every Friday

4
) How

 do you think social m
edia has helped her cam

paign?
Provide m

arks for answ
ers that refer to the m

essage being 
able to be shared quickly and across the w

hole w
orld; and any 

other relevant answ
ers.

5
) W

hy do you think she didn’t travel to the US
 by plane?

Provide m
arks for answ

ers that acknow
ledge that planes are 

harm
ful to the environm

ent.

6) W
hat learning barrier does G

reta describe as her super-pow
er?

A
sperger S

yndrom
e     

C
lim

ate C
hange

A
nsw

ers
1) W

hat is another term
 for clim

ate change?
G

lobal W
arm

ing

2) N
am

e three things that create carbon dioxide?
Car journeys, Plane trips, use of electricity.

3
) How

 can global w
arm

ing be slow
ed dow

n?
If all hum

ans reduce the am
ount of carbon they produce.

4
) W

hat types of electricity do not involve burning coal?
W

ind and solar pow
er.

5
) W

hy m
ust large areas of forest be protected?

T
rees

absorb
carbon, w

hich stops it escaping into the 
atm

osphere.

W
hat could M

aria have done differently?
M

aria could have w
alked to the store; bought a non-m

eat 
m

eal; turned the engine off w
hen in the store; turned the 

lights off at hom
e; put her sw

eater back on instead of the
heating;

put
the

rest
of

the
m

eat in the fridge for another 
day.


