Primary 6 Newsletter - Term 3

2019-20

+-Dear Parents/Carers, i

:’A\:Happg New Year! We hope that everyone had a lovely holiday and look forward to a very busy term including our
:; upcoming performance with the Scottish Opera.

“Maths: Hit the Button should be used frequently to aid rapid recall of all number facts. Why not try having a

competLtLon between adult and child to see who wins! This is essential in order to make progress in most areas of the *
ﬁ "maths curriculum. o
ﬁ Reading: Children will be given a reading book to read at home, we hope you will be able to enjoy reading with ﬁ
;ﬁ;gour child. Please use the Reading guide if you want to further extend your child’s learning at home. ﬁ
+-Spelling: We strongly advise you to encourage your child to go on Doorway Speller regularly. They can work their -
“rway through the common words as well as picking trickier words and sounds to practise. This is now available on ¢
“riPads. PAe
““Targeted Homework: Extra learning will be sent home if we feel it will be of benefit to your child. We have w
“provided each pupil with a notebook which will detail any important dates.

7rSome of the areas we are studying this term are: e

e  Writing: Taught writing sessions will continue to focus on ‘Talk for Writing’, an engaging way of
motivating children to write through a number of teacher led and shared learning processes. This term we

§'#

~

Je will focus on Recounts through the novel ‘The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips’ by Michael Morpurgo. This ﬁ
e story is set in WW2 and links to our topic of Conflict from last term. A recount text can be in the form of a /-
e letter or diary entry. Children will continue to be encouraged to read their writing aloud to self-edit with peer v
v support. v

¢ Reading and Comprehension: Through a variety of reading books the children will be building their
confidence and comprehension skills by working on inferential and evaluative questions. We have attached a **
list of questions to help you should you wish to ask your child about any book they are reading. In addition iﬁ
to this we will be building vocabulary. ‘The Amazing Story of Adolphus Tips’ will be read in class alongside ‘
our reading books which are book banded to an appropriate level for your child. We will also look at how

2 authors use different techniques to build a story. 2
L. Numeracy and Mathematics: This term our main focus will be fractions, percentages and decimals. We e
ke will continue to use the mental strategies that children have been taught to help them with their accuracy Phe
PAG and depth of learning. We have attached some examples of the learning which we will be doing in class. Mrs ¢
W Hetherington will be teaching aspects of non-number on a Friday morning — this term she will focus on 2D ¢
w and 3D shape. w
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e  HWAB: We will build on our Mindfulness techniques learned in previous terms as well as focusing on our

Paths unit of friendship, making friends and dealing with conflict within friendship groups. A letter will go
A home at a later date regarding Bikeability sessions which will take place towards the end of term. A
ﬁ e IDL (Inter-Disciplinary Learning): Through Social Studies, IDL allows cross curricular experiences to ﬁ
I enhance the children’s learning. It includes a lot of personalisation and choice for the children as the learning -
v is led by them more. They thoroughly enjoyed learning about World War 1 and 2, we will continue with this fiﬁ
up to the February weekend. We will then return to our Food and Farming topic as part of the STEM
initiative which all schools in the local area will be participating in.

: P.E: Our P.E. days continue to be Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure that your child brings a gym kit

ﬁ consisting of a white T-shirt, black shorts and appropriate gym shoes on these days. It would be most helpful if all
ﬁ items are named. Girls with long hair should have their hair tied back and should bring socks for P.E. if they are ﬁ
{}wearlng tights on a gym day. Please encourage your child to leave jewellery at home on gym days. Fitbits and ﬁ
J=Smart watches are unfortunately not allowed to be worn during PE. Phe



77 Recognition Board and postcards home W
T;We are continuing to develop our Recognition Board in class. The purpose of the board is to foster positive
mterdependence in the classroom. It is a collaborative strategy which will target learning attitudes and

._behaviour. The target chosen will raise the expectation for all the children. The board will emphasise peer
Je responSLbllltg where pupils are rewarded for effort. o
2-We are now introducing Positive Notes home. The positive note is sincere recognition for those pupils T
7+who go over and above consistently. We want to communicate good news to you at home. <
77 Hot Chocolate Friday with Mrs Rodden— This will be a reward for those children who behave impeccably. Their name ¢

2rwill go into the special box and each week six lucky names will be taken from the box and invited to share a Hot pAg
77 Chocolate with Mrs Rodden. bAe

EZAs part of promoting independence we ask that children come to school every day with the following
:: items:

;*2 sharp pencils *rubber *ruler *glue stick o
/-*colouring items e.g pens, pencils *whiteboard pens e

77If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. e
""Kind regards,

5=

iiM'Lss Ball and Mrs Lowdon

e Examples of Effective Questions

Ylf you were going to interview this character/author, which questions would you ask? W
““-Which is your favourite part? Why? N
"-Who would you like to meet most in the story? Why?
' -What do you think would happen next if the story carried on past the ending of the book?
,ﬁ-Who was the storyteller? How do you know? o

/--Predict what you think is going to happen next. Why do you think this? v
¢-Is this a place you could visit? Why/why not? ¢
7r-How is the main character feeling at the start/middle/end of the story? Why do they feel that way? Does this w
o surprise you? w

w Whg did the author choose this title?
_-Do you want to read the rest of the text? How does the writer encourage you to read the rest of the text?

A 'Can you find some examples of effective description? What makes them effective?

;:;-Which part of the story best describes the setting? e

%ﬁ}-Can you find examples of powerful adjectives? What do they tell you about a character or setting? v
+¢-Can you find examples of powerful adverbs? What do they tell you about a character, their actions or the setting? -
7r-Can you find examples of powerful verbs? What do they tell you about a character, their actions or the setting? e

vr-Find an example of a word you don’t know the meaning of. Using the text around it, what do you think it means?

N'\# N'\F

W-What was the least exciting part of the story? Explain your answer as fully as you can. W
- -Have you ever been in a similar situation to a character in the book? What happened?
—How would you have felt in the same situation?
What would you have done differently to the character in a particular situation from the book?

~.-How would you feel if you were treated in the same way as the main character? S
{;}-What did the story make you think of? "
+r-Have you read any other stories that have similar characters to this one? If so, which story was it and what Dhe
Jrhappened? W

77-Do you think this book is trying to give the reader a message? If so, what is it? b



o Numeracy and Mathematics N
" Multiplication and Division »
“We strongly recommend you continue to use Hit the Button and Top Marks to reinforce times tables. w
< Fractions, Percentages and Decimals Ag

7 This is a huge chunk of the children’s learning so will be our main focus this term, the aim is for children to link the <+

:A: learning from last term in order to be successful in this area of numeracy. o
““Some examples to focus on at home should you wish to work with your child on their learning: w
;OI can mentally x/+ decimal fractions (tenths) by a single digit, e.g. 3.5 x4 or 13.2 + 4 ;
%A%OI can find fractions of an amount, e.g. 2/3 of 12, 7/9 of 72 *:
o] can convert fractions into decimal fractions and percentages, e.g. 2 = 0.5 = 50% w
" oI can use mental and written methods to find simple percentages of quantities, e.g. 25% of £16 or 50% of £24 ¢

A useful interactive game would be:
+- https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/120/match_fractions_decimals_and_percentages#.UCdcd2M -
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